PATRI OT PRESS

|. 1, Issue 16
FINAL EDITION
\_

Operation Iragi Freedom
Camp Patriot, Kuwait

May 24, 2003
FINAL EDITION
J

Concept to Completion - Camp Patriot

By JO1 Joseph Krypel
I f you build it, they will come.” That is

the message that was given to the am

phibious Seabees of the West Coast
monthsbeforeOperation Iraqi Freedom ever
began.

“They” are nearly 3,000 joint-service, per-
manent residents and arotating stampede of U.S.
Marines that have kept the Seabee built Camp
Patriot population fluctuating since December,
2002.

Naval Centra Command (NAVCENT), for-
ward stationed in Bahrain, tasked Capt. Donald
P. Cook and Naval Beach Group One,
homeported in Coronado, Calif., to architect a
base camp —and when it cameto architecture of
acamp, Commodore Cook turned to the experts.

The U.S. Navy Seabees of Amphibious Con-
struction Battalion One (ACB-1), also
homeported in Coronado, Calif., werethe one's
that had to build it — and build, and build and
build they did.

“We spent months preparing for this,” ex-
plained Lt. Cmdr. George N. Suther of Atlanta,
Ga., Operations Officer (S3) for ACB-1. “Our
Seabees are accustomed to building and main-
taining abeach camp that houses approximately
1,200 — we had to excel beyond that, and come
up with aplan that would accommodate 4,500.”

Suther, tasked with the title of Base Camp
Operations Commander, said the main focus had
to be on sustainability. “We can build anything,
that's what Seabee’s do — but when you stretch
your normal limitsto the number they weretalk-
ing, you really haveto sit down and discussit.”

Suther and the rest of the staff of ACB-1 put
together aplan that covered the big issues. Sup-
ply concentrated on food, fuel and water, while
Alfa Co. responded to transportation needs.

Bravo Co. organized port operations, and Charlie
Co. dealt with camp maintenance. After much
discussion and planning with NAVCENT, the
PHIBCBs from California put together a plan
that would require their own assets and an addi-

Seabee Row at Dusk
tional six-point-four million dollar ‘ city layout’
that would become Camp Patriot.

Suther, along with his Charlie Company
Commander Lt. Jay Bieszke, developed a site
plan that allowed for the phased erection of the
camp. Suther and Bieszke explained that con-
centration was placed on developing a limited
amount of real estate, while continuing to focus
on force protection and centralized amenities.

“We had a perceived shortfal,” explained
Suther, “and that was that our battalion wasn’t
designed to handle such alarge tasking.” Per-
ceived was al it turned out to be. According to
Suther, the leadership at the unit level really
banded together, and that made the difference.
“We came together, we spent long hours to-
gether, and we put together our plan. When the
order came down, we were 100-percent ready,
and it's apparent.”

To ensure the readiness that came to be,

Suther had several planning conversations with
Lt. Cmdr. Timothy Cowan, Ops Officer from
the only other PHIBCBs in the Navy — Am-
phibious Construction Battalion Two,
homeported in Little Creek, Va., during which
the addition of 58 Seabeeswere provided to sup-
port the camp construction and its maintenance.
Like any city, “the house that the Amphibi-
ous Seabeesbuilt” started small and rapidly grew.
“When we arrived on station, we had no assets,”
reflected Suther. “The peoplewerearriving, but
the equipment was not —we had to ask for help.”
The help camefrom Lt. Col. Greg Maidaand
the semipermanent Army soldiers of the 143rd
Transportation Command, homebased in Or-
lando, FI. Maida, familiar with the areaand the
local contractors, worked in Seabee style with
the PHIBCBs to lay the cornerstones of Camp
Patriot.

“Lt. Col. Maida was a huge help,” says
Suther. “The camp would have been built, but it
wouldn’t have been built as quickly or as
smoothly in the early phases without the help
of the 143rd — they are honorary Seabees be-
cause of the ‘Can Do’ spirit they show.”

Forced to contract some thingsinitialy, the
Seabees brought Camp Patriot to infancy with
theitemsthat directly affected the personal lives
of every Sailor, Soldier, Marine, Airman and
Coast Guardsman that started to arrive. Neces-
sitieslike potable and non-potable water, meals-
ready-to-eat (MRE) and contracted hot meals,
as well as basic shelters started the city crawl-
ing, but as the tools started to arrive, the sleepy
little dust-town quickly became a mobile me-
tropolis.

See Concept, page 3
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‘United We Land’

BMU-1

Beachmasters Own the Beach

By JO1 Joseph Krypel
I n thetranquility of an early morning sunrise, U.S. Navy vessels

can barely be seen transiting along the watery horizon. Along

the shoreline, waves rustle in, and the Sailors of Beach Master
Unit One (BMU-1), homported in Coronado, Calif., stand ready to
receive amphibious landing craft of all types.

According to Chief Warrant Officer David Hanna, the primary

hundreds of pallets of suppliesand ammunition and afew “quad-
cons;” large shipping containers carrying various pieces of
mai ntenance equipment.

“Our guys did really fantastic,” declared Wallace. “We
worked a solid 8 to ten hours a day for three days with just two
beach party teams covering three beaches — we had our work

vessels stabbing the beaches T iy
of Camp Patriot are Landing ]
Craft Utility (LCU), Landing
Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) and
Marine Amphibious Assault
Vehicles(AAV).

“The LCU and LCAC are
multifunctional transports,”
explained Hanna. “Each of
them can carry weapons
systems, cargo, rolling stock
and personnel.”

TheAAV, oftenreferredto as
a‘fighting duck,’ isessentially
an armored personnel carrier,
capable of carrying 25 combat
ready Marines and their

cut out for us!”

Wallace went on to explain

that each beach party team
consists of approximately 15
Sailors. Each team has a beach
party commander, salvage officer,
flank petty officer, ramp marshds,
traffic control personnel and at
least one two-man Lighter,
Amphibious, Resupply, Cargo
(LARC) crew.
TheLARC isafloating tow-truck
that enables beach masters to
aide landing craft when
necessary, conduct salvage
activities, rescue personnel and
assist in damage control.

required gear.

“Beach Masters own the
beach,” explained Construc-
tionman Justin Jardenaux, a 20-
year-old Sulphar, La. native.
“We arethe experts, and werun

Emirates work together in the offload of the UAE Ship Marrawah
(L81). Chief Warrent Officer Three (select) David Hanna and
Chief Boatswains Mate Derrick \WWagner (center), observe and
direct their teamof U.S and UAE Sailors asthey offload and
"clear the ramp" of the multiple pieces of rolling stock that have
arrived in support of the Gulf Country Council operation

With more operations on the
horizon, the sailors of BMU-1
continuetheir effortsin ensuring
that the men and women of the
U.S.Armed Servicesreceivetheir
cargo and personnel dry and

the show from the threefathom

"Peninsula Shield." (Photo by JO1 Joseph Krypel)

whole.

mark to the high-water mark.”
The Beach Masters of BMU-1 have recently been charged with
managing multiple amphibious offloads at more than onelocation.
“The two offloads that have taken place so far have kept us
pretty busy,” said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class JamesWallace, 27,
from Phoenix, Ariz.
According to Wallace and Hanna, BM U-1 directed and managed
arecent offload of multiple piecesof rolling stock and track vehicles,

It has been a pleasure having the opportunity to serve the men
and women of Camp Patriot. While | wasn't ableto cover every-
thing that everyone would have liked, | hope that you have en-
joyed - as| have - Camp Patriot’s own Patriot Press. This Final
Edition sums up what | believe to be the story we had. Thank You
for providing such a historical view!

The Editor
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Joint Medical Staff to Provide Best Care in Kuwait

By JO1 Joseph Krypdl

joint-serviceAmericanand Kuwaiti military
force of morethan 1,500 personnel recently
icipated in amass casudty drill herein
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Thedrill was the culmination of weeks of regular
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HM2 Melissa Gornitzka asesses a patient during
Camp Patriot’s recent mass casualty drill. More
than 30 American and Kuwaiti medical person-
nel provided treatment to mock casualties. (Photo
by JO1 Joseph Krypel)

training exercisesdesignedto preparethemedicd staff
and support personnd for future operations.

“One of our primary goals is to test the response
capabilities of the joint American-Kuwaiti Medica
Center anditssteff,” said Task Force51 medicd plan-

ner Lt. Cmdr. Jerry Gardner, of Elizabethtown, Ky.

“Weall preparein our specific areas on aregular
basis, and with close coordination and planning be-
tween the Navy, Marine Corps and Kuwaiti assets
we can do anything that is medically required of us
here” said Gardner, 41.

With acombined total medica staff of morethan
30 people responding, the day-to-day operations of
thejoint medicd facility quickly turned fromsick-cdl
and immunizationsto fied triage and treatment.

Gardner explained thet the shift in operationswas
something that every member of his staff was pre-
paredfor. “We veorganized teamsbased ontheknown
assetswe have on hand. Our teeamsare comprised of
sdlors, Mainesand Ku-waiti medicd saff, aswell as
others from around Camp Petriot that will act as
dretcher-bearers and madters-at-arms.”

For the purposes of thisexercise, thejoint medica
saff was confronted with avery redl possblethreat:
fdling debrisfrom anintercepted, inbound missile.
According to Cmdr. James Gregory, Director of
Trauma, fiveto 10 individuadswere sdlected to act as
casudtiesin multiplelocations around Camp Patriot.
“Thisisto tes our communicaions and response; it
wouldn’t beavery good test if wedl knew what and
wheresomething likethiswasgoingtohappen.” Gre-
gory, ad4-year-old resarvigt recdled to active duty is
atraumasurgeonin Champaign, lllinois.

Once the drill began and the mock casudties ar-
rived, dl reacted with the utmost professonalism. “It
was rewarding to see dl our assets pull together in

suchafast and professond way,” said Hospita Corps-
man 2nd Class Shane Lane, a 34-year-old resarvist
from Kansas City, Mo., who played therole of an off-
dteresponder. “ Althoughwehad somelanguagebar-
riers, the team-play between our Kuwaiti colleegues
was excdlent. There was very little question asto
what weweretherefor andwhat wehadtodoin order
svelives”

Although the medical goals were to test re-
sponsetime and preparedness of theclinic, other
playerswere and would beinvolved in the event
of atruecrisis. Lt. Cmdr. Francis Foley, one of
Camp Patriot’s chaplains and aRoman Catholic
priest, described his role as one that can shift
from one extreme to another.

“Therole of thereligious programs staff isto
determine the faith group of the patients being
treated, and to provide the best possible human
care and comfort,” explained Father Foley, 44,
from Philadelphia, Pa. “In the event of injury,
serious or otherwise, it is our role to provide
sacraments, spiritual comfort and in some cases,
last rites.”

Lasting about one hour, Camp Patriot’s first
test of medical response was considered to be a
complete success by its staff and planners.

“All roles were covered, and while commu-
nications around the camp and the different com-
mands could beimproved, we have made signifi-
cant progress in our ability to respond to mass
casualty situations,” summed up Gardner.

Concegpt . ..

Cont’d from page 1

Like lightning, necessities were up and run-
ning and the busy-bees of ACB-1 started with
amenities. Shower trailers, movie tents, laun-
dry-services, internet cafe, phone tent and the
only Navy-run galley in the theater of opera-
tions — it may not be Atlanta, but it is the best
home a Seabee can build — and there is some-
thing to be said about that!

“Our battalion is proud of the fact that we
areaself-sufficient organization and did not have
to rely on alot of outside contracts, however,
whereit made good business sense we contracted
to eliminatethe stress our comparatively smaller
work force,” said Suther.

“It waslike starting afire,” continued Suther.
“First cametents, then the working spaces, then
the strong-backing of tents, and finally —air con-
ditioning.”

According to Suther, the plan went better than
expected. “The men and women herereally put

some sweat into this place, and it was growing
fast — we were actually struggling to find the
real-estate to put things.”

The PHIBCB team understood that what
they were building was in direct support of the
war fighters, and they never complained about
long hours. “No one could be more proud of the
effort demonstrated here,” praised Suther. “This
wasalabor of love, andit’sevident by the crafts-
manship you see—everyone here, even our Fleet
Bees of Bravo Company, put in the sweat to
strongback tents and build protective bunkers.”

Camp Patriot is built on 200-acres of shared
space with the Kuwaiti Naval Forces. With ar-
eas pre-designated for ammunition, parking, and
harbor assets — people were placed where they
safely could be.

Camp Patriot has three residentia ‘suburbs’,
knownasGreen Tent | and Il and White Tent Area.
“It'slike afamily here— sometimes dysfunctional
—but afamily just thesame,” laughed Suther. “We
wanted to make sure we were living and relaxing
together asacamp, not just working together.”

But working together iskey. The entire popu-
lation of Camp Patriot pitches in to support the
camps infrastructure with force protection, galley
food service attendants and cooks, sand-bag work-
ing parties and camp-wide clean up days.

While Operation Iragi Freedom winds down,
the camp that could soon be history continues to
grow. Since its birth, Camp Patriot has housed
more than 8,000 total people living in 341 tents.
Camp Patriot filled over 125,000 sandbagsand built
138 protective bunkers. By mid April the Camp
Petriot “Sand Dune Diner” had served 139,000
meals, provided 19,000 cases of Meal-Ready-to-
Eat (MRES), and 35,000 cases of bottled water.
Four thousand haircuts, 250 porta-potties, 120,
000 pounds of mail and 190 movieshave shownto
round out the numbers.

Camp Patriot is currently home to the only
Amphibious Seabees in the United States Navy —
specializing in Maritime Prepositioning Force
(MPF) operations and Joint Logistics Over the
Shore in support of U.S. Marine and Army mis-
sions.
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Camp Patriot Helps Train Over 100 GCC
Member “Peninsula Shield” Forces

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

Q pproximatelY 100 United Arab
Emirates Sailors and Airmen
participated in coalition forces
chemical, biological and radiological (CBR)

training conducted recently.
The UAE forces have recently come here

i

A \
Lt. Cmdr. Edan Antoine, helps a United Arab Emirates
(UAE) airman with the proper wearing of his protective
mask. The GCC was established following Operation
Desert Sorm as a protective coalition for North Arabian
Gulf countries that may requireit. (Photo by JO1 Joseph
Krypel)

in support of the Gulf Country Council (GCC)
protective resolution, called Peninsula
Shield, taking place for neigh-boring state
Kuwait.

Lt. Cmdr. Edan Antoine, Camp Patriot
coordinator for CBR-D training and supplies,
conducted the hour long refresher.

“This is another chance for service
members in the area— from every nation —to
get the ongoing training that is provided,”
explained Antoine. “You can never get too
much training when it comes to this kind of
stuff.”

Antoine and the UAE students discussed,
and walked through the various steps taken
in mission oriented protective posture
(MOPP) levels.

“Different levels offer different measures
of protection, and are put in place, in
advance when possible, to protect the folks
that are here,” explained Antoine.

MOPP levels range from zero to four (O-
4). Zero, being the most relaxed, requires
service members to carry their protective
masks as well as the balance of their
protective gear at al times.

MOPP level 4, the highest level of
preparedness, has the individual fully
dressed-out in protective suit, boots, gloves
and mask.

“It's important to remember that at any

time, and for any length of time, you could
be called to a higher level of protective
posture,” Antoine reminded the class. “It
could be a matter of minutes, hours or days
before you stand-down or ramp-up to the
next level.”

First Lt. Ahmad Turky, a Super Puma pilot
in the UAE National Aviation Force thought
the training provided by the U.S. was ex-
cellent, as well as necessary.

“We al go through the same training, but
on different sides of the world,” said Turky.
“Training refreshers like these give us both
new perspectives, and allows us to build our
coalition with the people that care as much
about our neighbors, Kuwait, as we do as
members of the GCC. Now we train together
- here, in the same region with mostly the
same equipment.”

In addition to protective gear “donning”
and preparation, Antoine touched on
personal decontamination procedures, and
individual medication guidelines that could
become necessary in the event of a chemical
or biological attack.

Antoine is deployed with a subordinate
unit of Commander, Task Force51. CTF51is
in the Central Command Area of
Responsibility conducting training and
operations in preparation for any possible
future tasking.

Darity and Argo: Sniffing out The Crimes

By PH1 Arlo Abrahamson

stheU.S. Navy continuesitseffortstoimproveitsforce protection

dogsare here, soit'sasource of hightened morale,” he added.

Aat home and abroad, Navy police dogs and their handlersare being
deployed to forward operating areas to assist security personnel.
Three weeks ago, Master-At-Arms 2nd Class Phillip Darity and his dog,
Argo, were patrolling the streets of 32nd street Naval Base in San Diego,
Calif., asmembers of the Com-mander Naval Region Southwest Security
Force. Now they are forward deployed to Camp Patriot where they are
providing bomb detection and patrol capabilitiesthat ensure the camp and
its assigned personnel stay safe.

Darity has been a dog handler for over two years and knows that he
shares a special bond between himself and his canine partner, Argo.

“When I’'m deployed, I'm with my dog all day,” said Darity. “Welive
together in the sametent. When | go somewhere, Argo goestoo. | know
alot about Argo and he knows a lot about me. Our partnership is what
enables us to accomplish our mission,” added Darity.

The mission of abomb-detection dog and its handler isvital to Camp
Patriot. Police dogsand their handlers screen hundreds of oncoming cars
and trucks entering the camp each day.

“Having adog with the special capabilitiesthat Argo hasisnot only for
detection, but it provides amajor de-terrent to our potential adversaries,”
says Darity. “Also, Camp Patriot personnel feel safer knowing that our

Argo, a full-bred Belgian Malinois, is a regular member of the U.S.
Navy. He deploys just like any military mem-ber and will eventually
tranfer to anew duty station when hefinishes his current tour. He carries
with him thelong time honored tradition of faithful servicethat dogs have
contributed throughout the history of military operations saving the lives
of countless U.S. service men and women.

Darity isthefirst certified handler to work with Argo since hereporting
on board last year as a newly trained police dog. The two have worked
diligently to achievethe necessary qualificationsand proficiency to deploy
to aforward area. Darity must ensure that Argo maintains a proficiency
rate of 95% for explosive detection. 1t’saqualification that ensuresadog
handler and his police dog will be able to meet the challenges that come
from operating in a place like Camp Patriot.

“We place high expectations on our dogs as well as ourselves,” said
Darity.

Because of the importance of protecting America’s military forces
deployed to forward areas|ike Camp Patriot, therole of the Navy Master-
At-Arms dog handlers and their canine partnerswill continue to be vital.
I1t’sthe man and dog team of Darity and Argo that will enable U.S. forces

at Camp Patriot to carry out their mission in safety.
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Forward Deployed - Forward Thinking:
Navy Afloat Trauma System Takes Shape

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

ith thethreat of potential military con
flict looming on the horizon, visions
of embattled and bloody battlefields

from the past flash in the minds of many — mili-
tary and civilian alike.

The possibility of casuaties will likely be a
concern for ground troops as they prepare to
carry out the deadly missionsfor which that hav!
trained their whole careers. The may wond
how quickly they will be evacuated from thefiel
and treated should they be wounded. The fo
ward-deployed medical staff of Task Force (T
51 has an innovative answer - the Navy Aflo
Trauma System (NATS).

NATS creates an amphibious task forc
trauma network patterned after the best civili
trauma networks|— known more commonly as
the 911 emergengy system.

The civilian| 911 system provides fast-re-
sponse communi¢ations from your home or cel-
lular phone to emergency dispatchers. The dis-
patcher then conE)zthe nearest ambulance for

near immediate r nse. The network has the
capability of contacting and dispatching an am-
bulance, firemanor policeman that is closest to
you, therefore eliminating geographic or exper-
tise restrictions.
According to] Cmdr. James Gregory, TF-51
Director of Trauma and the conceptual engineer
behind NATS, this plan is modeled after the ci-
vilian trauma, or 911 system of communications
and resource algcation, into the already tested
current military structure.
Current operational capabilities allow for one
of four operating i i
vices 24-hours a day as necessary, without the
addition of added resources. NATS greatly e
hances that capability by using six “big deck

Pacific Fleets, aswell asthe British Royal Navy.

NATSisacombined effort between the Unite
States and United Kingdom. In additionto U.S.
ships, the Royal Navy hospital ship Royal Fleg
Auxiliary (RFA) Argus has been blended in to
add even more valuable resources to this very
important coalition action.

According to Gregory, the Argus brings the
addition of 100 beds and additional specialized
staffing, providing for even more high-end treat-
ment for the patients that will use NATS.

“This changes the way we currently do busi-
ness,” explained Gregory. “Each amphibious
ready group or ARG hasitsown clinical capabili-
ties. Combining those capabilities into a net-
work of care providers and care facilities takes
away the possibility of shortfallsthat may plague
onelocation.”

One way of looking at thisis by envisioning
your local hospital. Hospitals have numbers of

floors — all working together, and according to
Gregory, al providing varied levels of support to
one another asrequired, but each maintaining an
operationa level of independence for their par-
ticular speciaty requirements.

Gregory went on to add that traditional at-sea
amphibious hospital practices allow for asingle
or small humber of critical care patients aboard
any given ship. Once treated, the patient or pa-
tients are rapidly transferred to a much higher
care facility — usually within the United States.

Gregory explained that NATS draws together
over 1500 medical personnel toincludeindividual
medical speciadists from the various ships and
coordinatesthem to respond to emergenciesinan
organized manner by using acommon communi-
cation network, similar to the civilian 911 sys-
tem.

“Three of the U.S. ‘big decks’, along with the
RFA Argus, will be used as primary casualty re-
ceiving treatment ships; they’ll get called into
action first. The balance of the ships, al with
equal capabilities, will beusedinasecondary and
overflow nature — basically staying in amedical
stand-by mode until needed,” explained Gregory.

Having the combined medical facility space,
or added floors, is one thing, but the exchange of
people and their knowledgeiswhat really brings
the network together medically.

“We're using currently placed medical per-
sonnel and crossdecking, or exchanging, individu-
as to areas of aide that most require them —
whether it's on the ship they are currently sta-
tioned, or asister ship 10-milesaway.” In addi-
tion to the changes being made, medical augment
personnel will supplement the staffs already on
station — providing the manpower needed to take
on most any medical crisis.

In union with the CTF 51 assets, the medical
facilities of the USNS Comfort (T-AH 20),
homeported in Baltimore, Md. will beused within
NATS asthe primary location for an even higher
level of care.

“The Comfort would serve asaprl mary medl-

and prowde an addltl onal 1,000 bed stafflng ca
pability,” added Gregory. Whilethe Comfort has
amuch higher bed count, Gregory explained that
the amphibious assault ships were more suitable
for receivingthehighlevel of air traffic that would
likely be needed in amass casualty scenario. The
Comfort allowsfor asingleaircraft toland on one
heliport pad.

High-level careisdefined asalevel of carethat
has enhanced surgical capabilities, toinclude sub-
specialiststhat include eye doctors, ear, nose and
throat doctors, brain surgeons, and OB-GY N spe-
ciaists—all enhanced by radiological specialists
using computerized axial tomography (CAT) scan-
ners. CAT scanners are used most to evaluate

and investigate extremeinjuriesto the head, chest,
abdomen and pelvic area.

According to Gregory, the plan will eventu-
aly bring all seven U.S. shipsand the U.K. ves-
sel together into one 1,500-bed floating hospital
that can provide a comprehensive trauma capa-
bility.

Gregory said once you have the sea-based fa-
cilitiesyou must have ameans of taking asoldier
arinefrom thefield, potentially hundreds of
away, and getting him to the best care pos-
sible. “ Starting with thefield medic, acall would
be made to a direct air support center (DASC).
DASC acts as a dispatcher for medical air sup-
port to and from the battlefield,” he said.
pon receiving a call, DASC personnel dis-
patch air assets to the casualty location, while at
the same time choose from many ground-based
medical facilities near the battle front that are
available, including six initial treatment facilities
that travel with ground forces, called forward re-
suscitative surgery suites, whichlinclude a mini
operating facility. The job of these forward-de-
ployed medical unitsisto provideéimmediatetri-
age and stabilization of patients pefore sending
them on to better-equipped facilitiesat sea. Then
NATS takes over.

Gregory compared the NATS communi cations
network to a civilian 911 system by describing
the process of the single communications net-
work between the afloat hospitals and various
locations on the ground. He said NATS solves
the problem of who to call by gentralizing the
communications from the field o one point —
RAMPART. RAMPART Iocatesd aboard USS

ke ne from the old

“When a call comes into RAMPART, they
evduatethe patient, divert him to one of the ships
in the net,” explained Gregory. “This keeps the
ro controlled so that no one ship or platform
get overrun.”

Once aboard, the patient will be treated by
one of many medical personnel. According to
Gregory, the optimal time aboard, or “on the
floor,” would be no more than 48-hours before
the patients are either returned to duty, or sent
onto ahigher level of care.

“We |l makeeveryoneascomfortableaspossble,”
Gregory reflected, “but our primary god isto ensure
that each and every patient gets the absolute best
medicd carethat isavailable; bethat within NATS or
back inthe United States.”

“NATS dramatically improves our ability to rap-
idly trangport casudties from the battle field to the
operating room,” concluded Gregory. “We vecreated
thefirg fully-functiond floating traumacenter.”
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Specialized Rail Battalion Provides
“Source of Power” to Camp Patriot

By JO1 Joseph Krypel
rmy railway operations have played
A avital rolein themovement of troops
and their equipment, aswell as hu-
manitarian suppliesto forward areasintimes
of peaceand of war. For themen of the 757th
Transportation Company (TC) (Railway) the
tense times upon us are no different.

“Our responsibilities are trains — fixing
track, installing track, maintaining track —all
aspects of locomotive operation and repair,”
explained Capt. Josef Sujet, 757 TC Detach-
ment One officer in charge. “If there'sarail-
road around, we can run it!”

“Everything we do is focused around
ensuring that our locomotives can get from
one point to another,” continued Sujet. “Lo-
comotivesareextremely powerful machines,
and over the course of history, the soldiers
of the 757th have adopted their rail source
of strength into the battalion motto of
‘ Source of Power.”

According to Sujet, his team has the ca-
pability to build and maintain railroad track,
and operate and repair diesel-electric loco-
motives anywherein theworld.

Sujet explained that membersof the 757th
teamed up with their British counterparts|ast
year during operation “Log Viper” in
Ashchurch, England, wheretheworked side-
by-side toinstall over 1,000 feet of rail.

“It’s not often that we have the ch-ance

to work side-by-side with our allies,” said
Sujet. “Our soldierstook the opportunity to
learn, and share their experiences with our
partners.”

Sujet and his 10-man team of recalled re-
servists are playing the role of an advance
party here - sent to Camp Patriot with the

task of analyzing and planning for the hu-
manitarian efforts that would take place
should awar with Iraq take place. But the
membersof Detachment Onearen’t just plan-
ners, according to Sujet; they are a special-
ized team ableto focuson all aspectsof run-
ning and repairing therailsif required.

“We're asmall team,” explained Su-jet,
“but everyone here plays a vauable role if
we get called upon to take part in any ef-
forts. Our group hasthe expertise required,
which includes locomotive operations and
repair, track repair, welding, movement con-
trol, andintelligence.”

Known within the Army as the “Home
of Army Rail,” and “ Source of Power,” the
757th is the Army’s only deployable rail
battalion. “We are the experts when it
comestorailroading,” explained Sujet. “If
there are rails that have been destroyed —
we can rebuild them. If locomotives break-
down —we can repair them. We do it all
on therails!”

According to Sujet, technology and
other means of transport have narrowed
the role that rail units play, but they are
still extremely powerful and important.
“We are specialized and we are small —
but we are the only ones that can perform
the composite rail mission.”

As aresult of their unique specialties,
Sujet said the men and women of the 757th
are utilized extensively during peacetime
operations, enhancing the readiness of
not only the unit — but of the military asa
whole.

The 757th TC(Railway) unit would help
deliver humanitarian suppliesto an lraqi
people recovering from regime change.

The 757thisheadquartered in Milwau-
kee, Wis., and has additional detachments
at Ft. McCoy, Wis., Chicago, Ill., and Gran-
ite City, Ill. Sujet and his team are acti-
vated and deployed in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom.

Reenligment Under Firel

Engineering Aid 1st Class Peter
Adams of Amphibious Construction
Battalion One (ACB-1) accepts his
certificate of reenlistment from Cmr.
George Suther. Adams reenlistment
was the first Camp Patriot reenlist-
ment, and possibly thefirst tobedone
in theater after the start of Opera-

tionIragi Freedom. Adamsreenlisted

on March 20, 2003. Adamsisfrom
Santa Barbara Calif. and joined the
Navy in December, 1988. (U.S Navy
photo by Photographers Mate 3rd
ClassAaron Pineda)
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Combat JAG:

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

at wouldyoudo
if you were to
tally out of con-

tact with your life as you
know it? What if you were
livinginthesand - working
in a foreign place — not
knowing exactly what to do,
whentodoit, or how to deal
withalega problem haf-way
around theworld?

This is how some de-
ployedin support of Opera-
tionIragi Freedomfeel and
live

Lieutenant Jon Peppetti,
the Staff Judge Advocate
(SJA) for Commander, Am-
phibious Group Three
(CPG-3) hasbeenplacedin
apositionto makeadiffer-
enceinthesetypesof cases
— forward deployed with
troops serving ontheground
inKuwait.

Asthe SJA for CPG-3,
Peppetti’sprimary roleisto
act aslegal counsdl for Rear
Adm. W. ClydeMarsh and
all of hissubordinate com-
manders and commanding
officers — including Com-
mander, Camp Patriot,” ex-
plained Peppetti.

Inthisrole, Peppetti’sre-
gpongbilitiesvary greetly. “I
assist withthelegal aspects
of misson planning and rou-
tinely conduct trainingina
number of areassuchasrules
of engagement (ROE), the
useof forceand thehandling
enemy prisoners of war
(EPW).”

Additionally, Peppetti ex-

plained that heregularly pro-
vides command advice on
everythingfromtheadminis-
tration of military justice, to
the proper conduct of inves-
tigations, agreements with
our host-nation, and indi-
vidud legd servicesfor mili-
tary personnel.

“1 knew coming to CPG-
3 would offer great chal-
lenges,” Peppetti continued,
“...butour participationin
Operation Iragi Freedom
presented opportunitiesthat
| never imagined.”

Although Peppetti enjoys
thechdlengeaf advisngcom-
manders and commanding
officersinawartimeenviron-
ment, he maintainsthat his
greatest satisfaction comes
fromassistingindividua ser-
vicememberswith persona
ISSUes.

While handling personal
mattersmay seem common-
placeto most, U.S. service-
men andwomen deployedin
support of Operation Iragi
Freedom have anumber of
obstacles to overcome in
day-to-day personal tasks.

“Peopleareheretodo a
difficult job and they don’t
need additional distractions
whenlivingin harm’sway.
Legal issues can be tough
enough to handle at home;
when you’ re thousands of
miles away, they can seem
impossibleto ded with.”

Since Peppetti’sarriva in
Kuwait, he hasfielded hun-
dredsof questionsfrom ser-

Navy legal officer brings expertise
to Operation Iraqi Freedom

vicemenandwomenonava
riety of legal ass stance mat-
ters. “Somepeoplehavele-
gdl issuesthat existed before
they weredeployed, and oth-
ershave had problemsarise
sncetherarivad.”

“1 help them understand
what rightsthey have, andin
many cases| canhelpalevi-
atetheproblem by draftinga
|etter, sendingane-mall tothe
right person or preparing a
power of attorney,” explained
Peppetti.

According to Peppetti,
short-noticedeployment cals
provided littletimefor many
totieuplooseends, andasa
result, some get distracted —
not because of what they may
be called upon to do, but
because they feel likethey
may belosing control of thelr
personal lives while de-
ployed.

Peppetti explained that
onetool availabletohelpis
the Soldiersand Sailors Civil
Relief Act. Thisfedera law
provides protections and
benefitsto military members
whose active duty service
hasmateridly affected their
ability to meet certain civil
obligations. It canbe used,
for exampleto cap pre-ser-
vice indebtedness at a six
percent interest rate, and
postponecivil lawsuits.

Unfortunately many don'’t
know how to take advantage
of theseresources.

“Often the issues are
smpletoresolve, but people

aren't surewhoto contact or
what to ask —that'swherel
canhep.”

In addition to assisting
withlega problems, Peppetti
has aso been able to help
service memberswith per-
sonal god's, suchasapplying
for U.S. citizenship.

“1 have helped anumber
of people complete the ap-
plication paperwork and I’ ve
workedwiththelmmigration
andNaturaization Serviceto
make sure those who have
dready filed aren't pendized
by thisdeployment.”

“Working towardsthese
persona goa skegpsmorale
high — and good morale is
crucial for mission accom-
plishment.”

According to Peppetti, he
is proud to help peoplefo-
cusonthedifficult missions
at hand, by helping resolve
problemsat home.
“It'saprivilegefor metohelp
al thesarvicemenandwomen
a Camp Patriot whomakein-
credible sacrifices for our
country,” Peppetti concluded,
“That'swhy being hereisso
importanttome.”

Peppetti graduated witha
Bachelor of Artsin History
fromtheUniversity of Notre
Damein 1992, received his
commissoninJanuary, 1995,
andearned hislaw degreefrom
theUniversity Of Fittsburgh
School Of Law in1996. He
isapracticing member of the
bar of the Commonwedth of
Penngylvania
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Seabees Strong-back Tents at Camp Patriot

By PH3 Aaron Pineda

r the past few months Seabees
Prom AmphibiousConstruction
Battalions One (ACB-1) and
Two (ACB-2) have been working hard
“strong-backing” the camp. For those
unfamiliar with thisterm, it'sthe pro-
cessof converting astandard general
purpose medium tent into astrong-back
tent. Tent polesarereplaced withasolid
framed body congtructed by 2x4's. This
offersnot only greater protectionfrom
the elements: dust storms, wind, and
rain, but also agreater degreeof living
comfort.

“Along with enhancing our quality of
lifehere, thedecisonto strong-back our
tentsisone phaseof camp development
that trangitionsthe expeditionary tents
into more stableandlong lasting places
of berthing”, says Lt. Jay Bieszke,
ACB-1camp officer incharge.

The strong-back processbeginsin
the prefabricationyard whereacut crew
manufactureseverythingfromthedairs,
ridgebeams, and hip raftersdowntothe
floors. Next thisprefabricated mate-
rial makesit’sway to another builder
crew whereitiserected, andthen later
“skinned”, aterm used to describethe
process of pullingthetent tarp over the
2x4frame.

One of the challengesthat facesthe
crewsinvolvedinthestrong-backing pro-
cesshereat Camp Petriotisworkingwith
uncooperativesoil. Theground, whichis
comprised of either hardened sand, or
grave, hasmedeit difficult for thecrews
toobtainanevenleve, acrucia stepfor
proper congtruction. EngineeringAide
Constructionman Sanchez of ACB-2
commentsonsomeof theseobdadesand
what gepsweretakento overcomethem.

“Thehardest thingtowork withiscom-
pact soil. Thisgroundisvery hard, and
it sbeentough getting an evenlevel for
flooringinsomeingtances. If wemakea
mistake, not gettingtherightlevd andgart
tobuild, eventualy we Il havetogart al
over again becaused| thewoodispre-
fabricated andwon'tdignright. We' ve
hadto doalot of cutting, andfillingin
someareasto compensatefor thedragtic
changesindevaion.”

Inspiteof tough ground, westher that
rangesfromhot to cold, and sandstorms,
the crewshave constructed an average
of fiveto six strong-backsaday. Cur-
rently, 210 of the projected 270 expedi-
tionary tents have been converted to
strong-backs. The hard working Am-
phibious Congtruction Battalion Seabees
continueto makethesemuch gppreciated
camp enhancements.

Makin' It Strong
Seabees from Am-
phibious Construction
Battalion Oneapplythe
"skin" of a strong-back
tent as part of camp
congtruction.  The ef-
fortsof the Amphibious
Consgtruction Battalion
have made Camp Pa-
triot a much better
placetolivefor all that
stay for along time, or
for those just passing
through. Fromthecold
of Korea to the heat of
Kuwait, the Seabees
have been“ building to
fight, and fighting for ~—
what they build” since &

VWWIL.
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U.S. Ambassador to Kuwait Visits Camp Patriot

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

hetop U.S. official in Kuwait, the Honor

I able Richard H. Jones, United StatesAm

bassador to the State of Kuwait, spent

the day amongst the nearly 3,000 U.S. service-
men and woman stationed at Camp Patriot.

Upon his arrival, Jones, a native of Shreve-
port, La., took a few minutes to visit with the
Kuwaiti Chief of Naval Forces, Maj. Gen. Ahmad
Y. Al Mulla and his staff, during which time he
thanked Al Mulla for the hospitality and coop-
eration he and his country have provided to the
leaders and servicemembers of the United States.

Ambassador Jones then join-ed Capt. Donald
P. Cook, Commander, Camp Patriot, and hiskey
staff in a two-hour tour during which time the
highlights of Camp Patriots’ “one-service” team
became apparent.

Of particular interest to the ambassador was
the Elevated Causeway System (ELCAS) cur-
rently under construction by the U.S. Navy Sea-
bees from both U.S. coasts. The ELCAS will
serve as an additional tool in the ongoing Com-
bined Joint Logistics Over the Shore (CILOTS)
activities. CILOTSallowsthein-stream and pier
side offload of supplies, equipment and ordnance
from Army and Navy prepositioning ships, to
reach thetroopsin atimelier manner.

The combined efforts of Amphibious Con-
struction Battalion One (ACB-1), homeported
in Coronado, Calif., and ACB-2, homeported in
Little Creek, Va, showed the ambassador that
the U.S. Navy Seabees and their “Can Do”
mindset continue to be the premier engineers of
the U.S. military.

From amphibious Seabees to maritime mam-
mals, the ambassador was next taken to meet the

latest U.S. citizensto join the Camp Patriot team
— five Atlantic bottle-nose dolphins employed
by the Navy for mine clearing effortsin the re-
gion.

Jones and mem-
bersof Naval Special
Clearance Team One
(NSCT-1) discussed
theimportance of the
dolphins in assisting
in the mine-clearing
efforts of the Khor
Abd Allah (KAA)
waterway. TheKAA
is a key transit loca-
tionfor civilian ships
carrying humanitar-
ian assistance sup-
plies for the people
of Irag.

Recently, Camp
Patriot acquired |
coalition-seized |44
Iragi vessels carry-
ing nearly 100 mines
in the KAA. Am-
bassador Jones took
the opportunity to
learn more about the
dangerous devices,

The Honorable Richard H. Jones, U.S. Ambassador to the State of Kuwait vists the
newest U.S. citizens at Camp Patriot, Kuwait - Kona and Katrina - Atlantic bottle-nose
dolphins employed by the Navy for mine detection in shallow water. Kona and
Katrina are a very important part to clearing waterways leading into Iraqg, so that
civilian humanitarian assistance ships can provide food, water and supplies to the
people of Irag. Kona and Katrina are cared for by members of Naval Special
Clearance Team One. (U.S. Navy photo by Journalist 1st Class Joseph Krypd)

hosted lunch. During the luncheon with offic-
ers of both nations, Jones passed his thanks
and congratulations for the successful relation-
ship he observed during his visit.

and view the vesselsthat tried to deceive coa-
lition forces, and, unsuccessfully, destroy the
hopes of humanitarian assistance for the Iragi
people.

After completing the tour, Jones was the
guest of honor at a Kuwaiti Naval Forces

“It is important that people know that the
wonderful relationship that is being displayed
by all of you here is foremost in the defense
of Kuwait, and ultimately in the defense of
the United States,” concluded Jones. “ Thank-
you all.”

,
F

Amphibious Power!

The Navy's Joint Venture HSV-X1, a high-speed,
sealift catamaran built and designed by Australian
shipbuilders, sitspiersidehere. The Navy'snewest
operational amphibious asset is a display of the
pure speed and power to military forcesaround the
globe. The vessel design was coordinated by the
Navy Warfare Devel opment Commandin closepart-
nership with elements of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corpsand Coast Guard. Thevessel’sspeed, rang-
ing from 30 to 40 knots, can get troops and equip-
mentintotheater quicker than current militarytrans-
port vehicles. Theability to carry such loadsisa
cong derablesavingsin timeand money when com:
pared to using military and commercial aircraft.
Operation Enduring Freedomis the first time the
craft has been deployed for military operations.
(U.S Navy Photo by JO1 Joseph Krypel)
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Explosive Hlstory Ca]ls Navy EOD
Deep Into Operation Iraqi Freedom

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

misconception is that we blow things up,” says
Chief Boatswain's Mate John Crabtree, “but our

god, our real misson is to keep things from go-
ing boom and hurting a lot of people — or creating an
ecologica disaster that would devedtete this area and it's
people for years.”

Crabtree, a 35-year-old Canal Winchester, Ohio
native, and Master Explosive Ordnance Disposa (EOD)
Technician is one in along history of U.S. Navy EOD
technicians — saving lives, saving locations, and remem-
bering the devastation of the past.

Starting with the bitter and battle-torn experiences

of the British in the early days of World War 11, when
the Germans began a demoralizing campaign against
the British Ides, tons of explosive charges were pur-
posdly fused 0 as not to detonate until one to 80-hours
later. At the height of the blitz, more than 2,200 sepa-
rate areas within the city of London were evacuated
because of unexploded bombs, and a large number of sea
mines were washing ashore on Britain's beaches.
Faced with the immediate and urgent need to recover
and digpose of the tremendous amount of unexploded
ordnance, the British formed the first Mine and Bomb
Disposal Squads - many of which died as a result booby-
trapped ordnance.

Learning from the Allied experience, the first U.S.
Nava Mine Disposal School was established at the Na-
va Gun Factory in 1941 — and the bomb disposd school
was cregted just one month later.

Following WWII, the U.S. Navy consolidated its
mine and bomb disposa units into a single EOD pro-
gram.

Spanning the globe from the days of WWII - providing
invauable work clearing channels, harbors and: captured
fields of‘mines; unexploded bombs, projectiles and booby
traps — the'work of 'EOD" teams has-changed:with the
technology, of ithe day, and with-the threat of the times.

In dl past, present.and future conflicts-Navy EOD

technicians have, and will, continue to provide the high-
est level of protection to personnel and property. Their
relentless efforts ensure joint and codition forces-have
uninhibited. battle space access as well as the free and
safe movement of humanitarian-aid.
Two primary targets inthe beginning moments of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom (OIF) were the gulf oil terminals
of Mina AlBakr (MABOT) and Khor Al Amaya
(KAAQT), located within-the Iragi boundaries.of the
waters of the North-Arabian-Gulf:

These targets were important-because the liberation
of Irag means the return of Iragi-assets to the people of
Iraq from Saddam Hussein's regime and the Baeth Party
leadership.

MABOT and KAAQT are criticd in that they are
Irag’'s only means of digtributing ail from the extensive
network of oil fields in the desert, through miles of
pipeline, and finaly into tankers that can then transit
the world's oceans for commerce as part of the United
Nation’s Food for Oil program. Saddam Hussein was
aware of their importance, and hoped to deny access to
the U.S. led codition — by any means possible.

According to statements made by American-cap-
tured Iragi prisoners of War, the hard working civilian
crews of the oil platforms were removed from MABOT
and KAAQT by Saddam’s army just prior to the start of
U.S. led advances on Iragq — and replaced with Iragi
military personnel, to include divers and ordnance ex-

perts.

“We dl knew they had ordnance to use — we just had to
ensure they didn’t have the chance to use them,” said
Crabtree, leading Chief Petty Officer for EOD Mobile
Unit (EODMU) Two, Detachment 20, homeported in
Little Creek, Va

Two teams of two EOD members joined U.S. Navy and
Polish Special Operations in the opening seconds of
Irag's liberation during the late hours of March 19, 2003.
“We had trained for months — we knew our mission —
and we were ready to-doour-job;”_explained Aviation
Ordnanceman st Class Scott:Hayward, a 34-year-old
Rochester, N.Y. native and team member of EODMU-
11, Det.'5, from Whidbey Idand, Wash:

“We aren't.a take=down team —we are explosive ex-
perts,” continued Hayward, “Intelligence indicated the
Iragi -Regime of Saddam  Hussein had the ability: and
willingness to booby trap these platforms, just plain
blow ‘em up... So when Nava Specid Warfare included
EOD in this job, we were used:in the manner we have
aways trained for.”

Hayward explained that he and other EOD team
members were placed @ the trailing-end of the SEALS
platoon — ensuring.rear security,-safety, ‘and to act as
additional ‘aggressive resources:only: in'the case'of some-
thing going astray-

“When the'codition Specia Forces teams were board-
ing the platform, we could see the Iragis from our posi-
tions in the boats,” said Builder 1st Class Dondd Shaw,
33 from Annapolis, Md., “and it became immediately
apparent.that they. could see us.”

Shaw, asmember. of EODMU-2, Det. 20, homeported
in Little Creek, Va,-and the other members of the EOD
team aboard,-described what they say: was the longest
and most’intense rush of adrendine they ‘have ever had
— and-it lasted only seconds.

“They saw us — they. pointed.right at us and started
moving around the berthing spaces where they .were
located,” explained Shaw.

“We weren't sure what they were going to do,” con-
tinued Hayward, *but'when we heard the words ‘ Ameri-
cans,-and then saw the Iragi soldiers actually-putting
their hands behind their heads — we became relieved, but
Sayed just as aert as we had been from the beginning. It
wes a-tense few. seconds.”

Once the area was secured, interrogations:began —
and, according to Hayward and-Shaw, went well.

“They were waiting to.surrender;” .exclaimed Shaw,
“They were actudly-glad to see us, and cooperated-fully
= they.fired no shots, ‘showed .no real-aggression, and
provided EOD with the information we had been 1ook-
ing for.”

“When the explosives guy came forward, we used
every communications means avalable to find out what
we had ahead of us,” continued Hayward. “We had
carried a small arsenad of our own to show these guys
what we were looking for —and the visud aides we used,
were the items we expected to find.”

Hayward and Shaw went on to say that while there
were hidden arms and ordnance, the Iragi military placed
on MABOT and KAAOT had pretty much laid-out the
contraband for the coalition forces and EOD to find.

“It was pretty ironic,” said Shaw, “The MABOT
group had nearly dl their wesapons and explogves in the
berthing with them.” Hayward added, “The KAAOT
crew didn’t quite put it right in front of us, but it was

mostly staged and pre-positioned in a single location —
very nice indeed.”

Spanning a period of seven days, and combining the
efforts of 11 EOD technicians from EODMU-11, Det.
5, EODMU-2, Dets. 20 and 22 and a command and
control representative from Commander, Amphibious
Group Three (CPG-3), a stockpile of surface-to-air mis-
sles, light machine guns, cans of ammunition, rocket-
propelled grenade launchers, high explosives, detona-
tors, timing devices, and fuses totaing nearly 300 pieces
were found aboard the one-mile stretch of MABOT and
KAAOT.

According to the EOD technicians aboard, smal ams
continued to be found wrapped in blankets, suffed into
ar-ducts, hidden in beds and ovens, and placed amongst
the steelwork corners all over the platform.

“The Iragis could have done some serious damage,
explained Lt. Cmdr. Edan Antoine of CPG-3, “there
was enough high explosives aboard to blow the plat-
forms and cause an enormous ecological disaster —we're
just glad they used their heads, and redlized thier actions
would have affected the future of the Iragi people.”

Wesgpons and explosives searches were conducted by
EOD technicians from beneath the water line to the
top of the platform — well over 180 feet from the water
up.

“We did an extensve search,” said Hayward, “and
we felt pretty good' about-the dives conducted on the
structure supports and the main forty-inch oil risers
even before we started,” “Hayward explained thet while
the threat of underwater charges was a‘rea one, the
condition of dive equipment found andintelligence col-
lected during the initia contact led EOD to believe that
the threat-was minimal.

“The dive-gear was in.pretty rough shape— missing
parts, dry-rotted-seals-and equipment — wewere gble to
asess early on that there was no-underwater: threet, but
we did extensive dives just to be'sure”

The Camp Patriot combined EOD team amplifies
the U.S. Navy’s EOD mission and reputation. Remov-
ing-over. two-tons of crew-serve arms, ammunition and
explosives from the hands of the oppressive Baath
Party:regime, team-technicians say that-all- equipment
that was confiscated will be evaluated for use by the Free
Iragi-Fighting.Force (FIFF) to help assg in the contin-
ued disarming of the regime; ensuring/a viable and secure
lreq.

“\We're proud to have done-our part,” concluded
Aviation Boatswain's-Mate — Equipment 1st Class Paul
Darga “The people of ‘Irag can be assured that the oil
terminals we secured belong to them — and the oil that
now continues to flow from those terminals belongs to
the free Iragq — not to Saddam Hussein.”

Operation Iragi Freedom continues to be a delicately
orchestrated dance involving many nations, units, bat-
talions and individuas — and key players from the begin-
ning, the U.S. Navy's EOD members forward deployed
to Camp Patriot.

EOD members are qudified in both gtatic and free-
fal parachute jumps and can parachute or be delivered
by helicopter rope suspension techniques, including
fastrope, rappel, and specia purpose insert and extrac-
tion, to minefields or other areas suspected to have
unex-ploded ordnance and booby traps. They are able
to operate both closed circuit diving rigs (bubbleless
units) as well as open circuit SCUBA.
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CAN D

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

The Chief of Naval Operations Master Chief representing the Seabee
community, CNOCM Harrell L. Richardson, brought his“Can Do”
spirit to Camp Patriot Wednesday.

Richardson, accompanied by Command Master Chief Kevin Timmons
of Naval Construction Division One, and hosted by CMDCM Kevin
Eichmann of Amphn bious Construction Battalion (ACB) One homeported

= ‘ in Coronado, Calif., and

CMDCM Mike Holdcraft of
ACB-2 homeported in Little
Creek, Va., spent nearly four
hoursvisiting, talking with, and
answering the questions of the
| Camp Patriot Bees.
| “The Seabeesherehavedone
an awesome job,” praised
Richardson. “... and | don't
think | can say enough about just
how muchit al isappreciated.”

Camp Patriot is home to
nearly 650 amphibious specialty
Seabees from ACB-1, ACB-2,
Naval Cargo Handling Group, and Underwater Construction Team One.
During his visit, Richardson visited local sites of interest to include the
campgrounds, Beach Support Watch Office (BSWO) and the Elevated Cause-
way System-Modular (ELCAS\M).

ACB-1 Equipment Operator 3rd Class Aaron
Lafountain, 23, of Plattsburgh, N.Y., greets
CNOCM Richardson at the Transportation
Dispatch tent during his visit.

Master Chief of The Seabees Visits
Dual-Coast Bees of Camp Patriot

ELCASM, currently in the final stages of construction by the Seabees
from both U.S. coasts, reaches 1,200 feet in length from ramp to pier-head,
and stands high above water that is 20-feet in depth. The ELCAS\M wiill
serveasan additiond tool in the ongoing Combined Joint Logistics Over the
Shore (CILOTYS) activities, aswell asakey tool for the projected redeploy-
ment of troops and ammunition once Operation Iraqi Freedom’s main fight-
ing phaseisdeclared victorious.

The combined efforts of ACB-1 and ACB-2 have proved that the U.S.
Navy Seabees and their “Can Do” mindset continue to be the premier
engineersof the U.S. military.

“The ELCAS looks great,” said Richardson, “and it is due to the great
cooperation between these two great coast forces of Seabees!”

Richardson brought a media message to the troops aswell. “It'simpor-
tant to know, that in this day and age of real-time viewing, some pick out
the 1% of negativity towards our presence out here - 99% of the people at
home fully support everything you are doing — make no mistake, whether
your pulling thetrigger or providing the support for thosethat are—you are
all heroes!”

Camp Pdriot was just one sop on CNOCM Richardson’s visit to the nearly
4,500 Seebees—hdf of the Seabee population - deployed in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. Other Seabeesvisited include Naval Mobile Congruction Batta-
ions 133, 74, 7, 4, 15, 25 and 21; Congtruction Battalion Maintenance Unit 303,
and Congtruction Battalion Unit 402, 415 and 412.

Camp Patriot is currently home to the only Amphibious Seabeesin the United
StatesNavy —specidizing in coastal construction and offload practices.

Causeway Commanders Continue Fleet Flare

of Ampibious Seabees

By Lt. Summer Jones-Chiow

ou may be asking yourself what the heck is
Y a"“causeway?’ Chances are you may have

witnessed these 360-foot platforms
offloading containers and equipment at Camp
Patriot’s south beach during the past three months.
Typicaly referred to asa“Barge Ferry”, the Cause-
way Section Powered (CSP) is a platform that is
powered by two 360-degree rotatable Water Jet
Propulsion Assemblies. The CSP is connected to
multiple nonpowered causeway sectionsto form a
Barge Ferry that can maneuver its load to the
pierhead of the Elevated Causeway System
(ELCAYS) or directly through the surf zone to the
beach.

When Boatswain’s Mate 1st Class Jessie Willie
of Batesville, Miss., an Amphibious Construction
Battalion One (ACB-1) Sailor with over twenty
years experience, was asked about his job as the
Pilot of aBarge Ferry, he said “It’s cool being the
Pilot of a barge ferry. This is what being a Boat-
swain Mate is about. We can land this ferry on
almost any beach — anytime - anywhere.”

According to Willie, the ship doesn’t even have
to pull into port. “It just drops the anchor and we
pull along beside them to offload their cargo. We
take the cargo to the beach and the Army picks it
up, and moves it forward to the battlefield.”

Barge Ferries are an essential element of the
PhibCB mission to provide ship-to-shore trans-
portation of combat supplies, ammunition and sup-
plies in support of both Maritime Prepositioning
Force (MPF) and Joint Logistics Over The Shore

(JLOTS) operdtions. Barge Ferries are operated by
the Boatswain's Mates, Signalmen, Enginemen and
Seaman of Bravo Company. It iscertainly uniquefor
a Seabee Battalion to have an entire company of
“Fleet rates’ but the PhibCBs hail from a proud tra-
dition and these personnel affectionately refer to
themselves as “Fleet Seabees!”

The ideato use hollow, sheet steel boxes as pon-
toons and pontoon-assembled structures was origi-
nated in 1935 by a Civil Engineer Corps officer. It
was conceived that these pontoons could be used
interchangeably as wharves, docks, piers, lighters,
tugs and special duty barges. In order to be most
effective, pontoon assembly parts were designed to
be light, rugged and easy to handle.

When the United States entered World Wer 11,
the Navy was faced for the first time with the prob-
lem of landing and supplying large forces where the
enemy occupied conventional harbor facilities. In
1942 thisdifficulty was overcome by designing pon-
toonsthat could be shipped aboard Navy vesselsand
easily assembled for many purposes.

In today’s contingency operations, barge ferries
continue to carry on a proud military heritage. Am-
phibious Construction Battalion One, as it is now
known, was actually commissioned in 1943 and des-
ignated a Naval Construction Battalion, Pontoon,
(NCB (P)). Pontoon operating battalions, like ACB-
1 and ACB-2 have since participated in every major
conflict including World War |1, the Korean War,
Vietnam, Operation Desert Shield/Storm and most
recently Operation Iragi Freedom.

“1 had no ideathat barge ferries had such amajor
part of all those wars, but | am not surprised,” said
Boatswain's Mate 3rd Class Michael Miller from
Naples, Italy. Engineman 3rd Class Randy Tapia
from Moreno Valley, Calif., added, “What | do know
is that we are having an important impact out here.
We are working 24 hours a day to make sure those
ground forcesin Irag get theammo and suppliesthey
need to win thiswar. It makes the long hours worth
it

Since arriving at the beginning of January, barge
ferries have been heavily involved with the offload
of Moter Vessel (M/V) CARTER, M/V BUFFALO
SOLDIER, M/ SNOEKGRACT, SSCORNHUSKER
STATE, M/V CHIPPEWA BELLE, M/V
PITSENBARGER, and M/V MERLIN.

There are even more ships still coming and the
offloading, will continue and backloading will soon
begin, for aslong asthe war effort requires.

Currently, barge ferries have offloaded over 1500
containers of ammunition and the entire Elevated
Causeway (ELCAS) system being constructed toform
an expeditionary pier.

When asked about barge ferry operations, ACB-2
Chief Boatswain's Mate Patrick Gehrke of Pillager,
Minn., said “What we do out here may not seem
glamorous, but it is critica to this war effort. I've
been in the amphibious warfare community for most
of my career and barge ferries are critical to our
ability to fight this war. | am proud to be a Fleet
Seabee and proud of what we are doing out here to
support the war.”
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ELCASM):

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

n the minds of many, the ‘ Shock and Awe’ to be remembered from

I Operation Iragi Freedom will not be theresult of any air campaign; nor
will it be of any large explosion causing the destruction of troops or
military headquarters. But instead, it will be of the massive offload and
backload of thousands of Ma- : . =
rines and the tons of fighting !
equipment and ammunition
meant for all branchesof service.
Inwhatisbeing caledthelarg-
est amphibious operation in the
history of the United States,
Camp Patriot, a joint-service
multinational base camp con-
structed by Amphibious Sea-
bees, is a key contributor to
bringing the fight to Iragq — and
then bringing our personnel and |
equipment homeagain.

The methods and means of
moving troops and supplies are
varied, but one of the primary
toolsbuilt and used for the mam-
moth effort is the Navy’s El-
evated Causeway System —
Modular (ELCAS(M)), owned,

A

purchased and operated by Am-
phibious Construction Battalion both U.S. coastlines, this 1,400-foot pier is being used to support Joint Logistics
Two Over the Shore (JLOTS), and the backload of what will be thousands of cargo

ELCAS(M) isan expedition-
ary pier used to bridge the surf
zone, providing an interface be-
tween lighterage, cargo vessels
and the beach. Used in many exercises, and now in awar operation sup-
porting Joint Logistics Over the Shore, ELCAS(M) is meant to support
large offloadsin areaswhere no pier facilitiesexist, or, in the case of Camp
Patriot, where facilities or scheduling of movement need to be enhanced
with additional resources.

“This is pretty monumental,” explained Lt. Cmdr. Timothy Cowan,
Operations Officer (S3) of ACB-2, homeported in Little Creek, Va. “This
isthe first time that the system has been put into use for awartime opera-
tion, but more importantly, it was the efforts of all the PhibCBs that made
it areality.”

Cowan explained that while an asset of ACB-2, the ELCAS\M was
constructed in ajoint-effort with ACB-1, homeported in Coronado, Calif.

“We have trained together for years, and while we may own it, thiswas
a Seabee project — not an east or west coast project,” continued Cowan.

The U.S. Navy has only two groups responsible for amphibious con-
struction, one on each coast of the United States... and both now at Camp
Patriot, Kuwait.

Construction began on April 1st, and the now completed 1,400-foot
pier was completed on April 18th. Amongst busy beaches and real estate
limited spaces, the 48-person per shift crew was hampered by equipment
and weather delays, but the ‘ combined can-do Gator Bee' team completed
their work three days ahead of schedule in mid-April.

With a 3,000-foot pier-length capability and a 24-foot wide roadway,
the ELCAS(M) features two 175-ton cranes, two tractor trailer turntables,
and lighting for 24-hour operation capabilities.

The pier is structurally supported by 24-inch steel piles that come in
30-foot-long pieces. These piles are welded together, then driven into the
ocean floor until they reach a sufficient depth as support the bearing capac-

Following just 18 days of construction, the U.S. Navy's Elevated Causeway System-
Modular (ELCAS (M)) stands completed at Camp Patriot.
expeditionary pier used to bridge the surf zone, providing an interface between
lighterage, cargo vessels and the beach. Constructed by the U.S. Navy Seabees from

containers holding military supplies and equipment returning home from Operation
Iragi Freedom. ELCAS (M) was constructed in a joint effort by Amphibious Con-
struction Battalions (ACB) One, homeported in Coronado, Calif., and ACB-2,
homeported in Little Creek, Va. (U.S. Navy Photo by JO1 Joseph Krypel)

Navy Elevated Causeway System to
Lend Big Hand to Big Operation

ity.

According to Chief Steel Worker Charles Bailey, Project Leading Chief
Petty Officer, the soil at the ELCAS(M) site was very soft. “Because the
soil was so soft, we had to use much longer lenghts of pile than we're
routinely usedto,” explained Bailey.
“All the piles used were more than
76-feet long, and someused were as
long 95-feet.”

The pier can accommodatethree-
wideand five-widebargeferries, as
well as Army and Navy Landing
Craft Mechanized (LCM-8) vessels,
Landing Craft Utility (LCU) ves-
sels, and Logistics Support Vessels
(Lsv).

The roadway and pierhead are
capable of handling two-way heavy
hauling truck traffic, and cargo
throughput is conducted on both
sides of this expeditionary pier.

According to Chief Equipment
Operator Ricardo Hernandez, one
of two Safety Officers assigned to
the project, the ELCAS(M) prepa-
ration and construction were com-
pleted incident free.

“The siteitself had to be inher-
ently safe,” commented Hernandez,
an ACB-1 crew-member. “Every-
one had to know the job, the safety
aspects, and what precautions were
necessary to achieve this tasking
safely. Everyone worked together to ensure that adequate safety precau-
tions were continuously taken. We're very proud of everyone's ‘safe-
thinking’ work ethic.”

Prior to the completion, Navy barge ferry operations moved over
1,500 containersinstream, while Camp Patriot ‘ single-service’ personnel
offloaded over 15,000 containers and pallets that were pushed forward to
the fight.

The professionalism displayed in the hectic environment of con-
struction continues today as the battle-tired forces from Iraq return
and begin their journey home.

Over thefollowing months, it is expected that thousands of containers
containing military supplies and equipment will transit the ELCAS(M),
whilethe'single-service’ team at Camp Patriot continuously providesthe
support that will bring Operation Iragi Freedom to its eventual end —and
providing the leadership as well as the means to expedite the process are
the hard-charging Amphibious Seabees of the United States Navy.

Camp Patriot is currently home to the only Amphibious Seabeesin
the United States Navy — —
specializing in coastal con-
struction and ship to shore
throughput. Partnering
with the PHIBCBs are
nearly 2,500 active duty and
reserve Sailors, Soldiers,
Marines, Airmen and Coast
Guardsmen serving and
supporting Operation Iragi
Freedom.

-

ELCAS (M) is an
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Camp Patriot AAFES Boosts Moraleand Makes Sales

By JO1 Joseph Krypel
joint-service, multi-na
tional force of thou
sands at Camp Patriot

often has little time to enjoy

“home-style’ activities. Butthe

local Army and Air Force Ex-

change Service (AAFES) outlet
here not only raises the morale
of al by providing a clean and
comfortable environment, but
claimsitsown boost in ahighly

competitive marketplace of mili-

tary exchanges.

“We'redefinitely not the big-
gest - but weare extremely com-
petitivein our salesas compared
to much larger locations in this
theater as well as back home,”
said Melisa Dennett, team lead
and store manager of the Camp

Patriot AAFES.

According to Dennett, the
AAFES location covers nearly
3000-feet of sales space, and av-
erages $30,000in sales per day.

“Of course our sales bounce
up and down based on custom-

ers moving through,” explained
Dennett, “... but with the current
backload happening here, we're
reaching some very substantial
numbers.”

According to Dennet, AAFES
itself carriesan average of 800to
$900,000 per month in sales —
while the services complex and
food court it neighbors does ap-
proximately $250,000 per month
insales.

The mix of military services
here brings an extraordinary
flavor to Camp Patriot. Total-
ing nearly 3000 active and re-
called reservists, Camp Patriot
ismore like asmall hospitable
town than aforward deployed
base camp, and with the local
facility, there is an immense,
upbeat attitude that just con-
tinues to grow.

Nester Millan, an AAFES
team member and native of
Puerto Rico says “If it wasn't
for the Soldiers and Sailors

here helping out, we wouldn't
be as successful as we are —
weareall one bigteam.”

Information Systems Tech-
nician 3rd Class Wendy
Connett of Beach Master Unit
One, homebased in Coronado,
Calif., not only spends her
money, but spends some of her
off-time assisting the AAFES
staff, adding to the team suc-
cess that Millan spoke of.

“The staff here helps usin
more ways then they know, and
when | have some free time, |
want to help them as much as
possible. They're herefor us,
and it's important for them to
know that we're here for them
too,” explained Connett.

With a staff of five, the De-
partment of Defense Civilian
contractors that operate the
Camp Patriot AAFES live the
motto “We go where you go.”
“We volunteer to come here,”
stated Susan Bonsalle, aDOD

Civilian employee that helps
run and maintain the newly
opened store. “All of us at
AAFES are in this with you
guys. We support you, and we
try to make your very difficult
jobsalittle easier to deal with.”

According to Dennett, keep-
ing customers happy issimple.
“We don't have empty
shelves. Our team workslong
hoursto ensure that the people
here have selection - and we
ensurethat if wedon’t haveit,
wetry to get it.”

Dennett explained that
many of the products carried
inthe AAFES here are ordered
months in advance, taking up
to 95-daysfrom order to deliv-
ery.

“There are anumber of items
that we purchase locally to
keep the shelves full,” says
Dennett, “...but that's just part
of good business for good
people.”

Kuwait’s Minister of Defense Thanks GCC

By JO1 Joseph Krype

uwait’s Defense Minister
Sheikh Jaber a-Mubarak al-
Sabah bid Gulf Country
Council (GCC) troopsparticipatingin
PeninsulaShield farewell and thanks

Wednesday from the parade deck of
Kuwait Navy Base and Camp Patriot.

Amongst aflurry of flags, onefor
each international representative
present, hundreds of GCC troopsand
area military commanders from the
United States, United Kingdom and
Australia, stood at attention while
Kuwait’sArmed forces Chief of Staff,
Lt. Gen Fahad al-Amir, and Com-
mander, Kuwait Naval Forces, Mg.
Gen. Ahmed Y. a-Mulla welcomed
Sheikhd-Sabah and hisministerid en-
tourage.

During the Sheikhs' visit,aKuwait
Navy color-guard and band played the
Minister’sAnthem, and presented the
over 1,000 GCC troops on station for
ingpectionand review.

Upon completion of hisreview, vari-
ous key military commanders from

GCC states bid their farewells and
vowed continued support to Kuwait,
and the continued protection provided
by GCC resolutions.

“You have kept Kuwaiti waters safe
from harm, and we have appreciated
you presenceand your continued sup-
port,” commented Sheikh al-Sabah.
“Wearebrothers. Kuwait will never
forget your assistance.”

While GCC states and Peninsula
Shield troopsplayed no direct rolein
thewar with Iraqg, the GCC resolution,
adopted shortly after the 1991 Gulf war,
providesprotectiontothe NorthAra
bian Gulf nationsin thetheater of op-
erations.

The GCC is made up of member
nationsKuwait, United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and
Qatar.
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Task Force 51 Bids Farewd | to Canp Patriot

By JO1 Joseph Krype

Following over five-months of operationsin the
area, Rear Adm. W. Clyde Marsh, Commander,
Task Force 51 / Amphibious Group Three, bid
farewell to the shore-based forces of Camp Pa-
triot, and his friends at Kuwait Navy Base.
During his fina visit to Camp Patriot and
Kuwait Navy Base, Marsh paid a visit to
Kuwait's Chief of Naval Forces, Mgj. Gen.
Ahmed Y. Al-Mulla. While speaking together,

ship, our operations herewould not be possible.”
Marsh and Al-Mulla exchanged gifts prior to
leaving one another; Marsh being presented with
a Kuwaiti Flag and ball cap, and presenting a
signed recent photo of the amphibious big deck
carriersin formation in the North Arabian Gulf.
Accompanied by members of his core staff,
and Commander, Camp Patriot, Capt. Donald P.
Cook, Marsh took an opportunity to take one

last look around Kuwait Navy Base.
Touring from north to south, Marsh
viewed wash-down operations and
__ | backloads currently underway by the
| Marines of Amphibious Task Force East
"% (ATF East), aswell thefully operational

.| Elevated Causeway System-Modular
~.#| (ELCAS(M)) constructed by the Gator
- 1| Bees of Amphibious Construction Bat-
| talions One and Two.

Spending time with the troops has
always been an important part of
Marsh's leadership, and his last visit
would be no different, as he dined with
the over 3,000 joint-service men and

both naval |eaders expressed their continued sup-
port for one another, and looked backed upon the
early days of their fledgling friendship.

“1t has been the experience of alifetime,” com-
mented Al-Mulla, “... and it isimportant for you
to remember that you will alwayshavefriendsin
Kuwait.”

“We certainly have appreciated your hospi-
tality, your support and friendship,” replied
Marsh. “Without your friendship and leader-

Rear Adm. Marsh shakes hands with Petty Officer 1st Class
WiIds and others following the recent Admiral’s Call.

women here at the Camp Patriot food
court.

Following lunch, Marsh held an all-
hands Admiral’s Call at one of the recently com-
pleted tension fabric tentsowned and constructed
by ACB-1.

“You have set the standard,” Marsh told the
hundreds of assembled troops. “Asthe gate keep-
ers to Kuwait and Irag, you had anchorages to
take care of and lighterage to run—and you have
handled your duties and yourselves better than
anyone could have expected.”

Marsh went on to tell histroops here that the

recordsthat have been set, and the coalition build-
ing that has been performed at Camp Patriot will
forever be in the hearts of their shipmates, their
Navy and their nation.

“I1t would take an entire afternoon to run down
the list of your accomplishments,” continued
Marsh. “But know that you al here have be-
comethemodel for Maritime Prepositioning Force
(MPF) operations, Base Camp operations, and
Joint and Coalition operations — you have writ-
ten history and we are al very proud of you!”

In wrapping up his comments, Marsh told
the residents of Camp Patriot, “I am personally
proud of each and every one of you—1 would be
proud to shake the hand of each and every one of
you —Well done!”

Andthat isnearly what hedid. Followingthe
Admira’sCall, Marsh made himself availablefor
handshakes and photo sessions with any and all
residents that wanted to participate.

Storekeeper 3rd Class Tat Tam, 32, from Bal-
timore, Md., jumped at the opportunity, saying
that the heartfelt words of Rear Adm. Marsh re-
aly hit homefor him. “By coming back to Camp
Patriot, where he started this deployment, he
proved to us that our efforts have never been
underplayed —that really meansalot to me,” said
Tam.

Lt. Cmdr. Johnny Adams, Supply Officer for
Camp Patriot said, “It'sextremely considerate of
the Admiral to come here to personally thank all
the troops — from the top, down — that's just the
kind of man heis.”

Rear Adm. Marsh will be succeeded as CTF-
51 by Capt. Kenneth Golden, Commander, Am-
phibious Squadron One, once he has departed

the theater of operations.

Royal Marine Sends Thanks/Wishesto Camp Patrtiot

he following is an

email to all at Camp

Patriot. It was re-
ceived May 7th, 2003 from
Cpl. Tom Burke, British
Royal Marines:
Dear Friends,
After many months in Iraq
workingwith15MEU livingin
various "HOLES' inthedesart
andderelict buildings, itwasa
pleasureto besent onatask to
Camp Pat-riot. My teamwas
basicaly providing beach secu-
rity whilst the SeeBeeshel ped
usload upour shipswithammo
& gtores.

Thestandard of livingcre-  Support Party) for your hospi-  www.bootnecks.com & any
ated by the SeaBeesand as-  tdity. interested folks can communi-
sociated support from other A specid hello to John cate with me via

sarvicesa Camp Patriotisout-
ganding.

The guyswereredly im-
pressadwiththeair conditioned
tent accomo-dation, great food
and soda in the galley & the
various ammenities at the
PX.Not to mention of course
thegym and swimming pools.
It turned out to be the closest
my guyswill gettoR& R!

Soabigthanksfrom Roya
Marines -Combat Support
troop at LFSP (Landing Force

Weatherwax and his crew of
welders,it wasgresat gettingto
know these guys and many
other SeaBeesintheweek or
sowehadthepriviligeof Say-
ing at Camp Patriot.

| hope this operation will
keep a bond between British
& U.SForces. Onmy return
totheUK | will besettingupa
web siteto encourage contin-
ued contact between our
forces. 1twill beacommunity
typewebsitethat islocated at

tom@bootnecks.com
(bootnecksisanicknamefor
MarinesNot sureif dsoapplies
toU.SMarines...aquestionfor
your readers:-)

| hope al the U.S Forces
gethomeasapor alesstintime
for Christmas. Mot of usare
heading homeinthenext week
Oor 0.

Best wishesand thanks

Tam

PS.. didI mention howgreat
awarm shower was?
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Sand Dune Diner is Only of its Kind

By Lt. Tom Price
Q mong the things that make Camp Patriot unique, one operation

truly gives the camp a distinct flavor. The Sand Dune Diner,

located in the heart of the camp, is the only 100% military oper-
ated galley inthetheater. Thismay not sound like something to write home
about, but in terms of security and mission support, it is a definite stand-
out.

Lt. Cmdr. Johnny Adams, Camp Supply Officer, from Hazelhurst, Miss,,
said that “ From the beginning of planning sessionsfor Camp Patriot, it was
agreed that Amphibious Construction Battalion One (ACB-1) would con-
struct and operate afull military galley in order to ensure safe, quality meals
all thetime.” Being oneof akind isnever easy, and thelogistics of setting
up and operating agalley in theregion proved to be no small task. American
stylefoodsand U.S. approved sources were extremely hard to come by, as
were additional suppliesand equipment. Galley staffing wasalso challeng-
ing, as each tenant command had to provide both Mess Management Spe-
cialists (MSs) and Food Service Attendants (FSAS).

MSC (SW/AW) Elmer Manarang, the Camp Food Service Officer, from
San Diego, Calif., ensured that all of these issueswereironed out and that
nutritious meals were served. Manarang, a veteran of numerous deploy-
ments and field exercises was, at first, hard pressed to make it all work.
“Timing is the key factor for the whole operation. Timing the delivery of
food stores, meal hours, watch teams, and especially food preparation.
“We have anywhere from three to four thousand hungry people to get
through thelines, utilizing the same equipment we normally use to support
one thousand. In spite of that, we till have some of the shortest lines
compared to other nearby bases... It al boils down to making the best use
of the available resources, at the right times.”

Luckily, there are other willing and experienced handsto help pull it al

together. MSC (SW/AW) Duane Wright from Silver Springs, N.Y., and
MSC (SW/AW) Deborah Jackson from Dayton, Ohio, have beeninvaluable
players in the galley operation. Their oversight ensures that meals are
properly prepared and served on time, sanitation standards are maintained,
and that the best service possible is provided.

TheMSand FSA staff, numbering 76, come from numerous commands
and service branches. Thelarge camp population requireseach individual to
play acentral rolein the daily success of the galley.

“Things are pretty smooth now, but those first couple of days were
difficult.” says MS2 (SCW) Robert Caesar from Yonkers, N.Y. “Helping
the FSAslearn their duties, preparing food under field conditions, directing
the serving lines. Just getting everyoneinto the rhythm of operationstook
sometime.” The actual operation of the galley isa24-hour process. Staff
members have to work grueling 10-hour shifts. Many of them often put in
additional overtimeto ensure everything goes according to plan.

In addition to the hard working MSs and FSAs, ACB-1's Charlie
Company also made the galley possible by constructing the facilities
and making the wide variety of food service equipment operational .
“The biggest hurdle was finding all of the right electrical gear, since
Kuwaiti power requirements and U.S. power requirements are very
different. The electricians definitely had to put in some extra time to
get everything to work. Just finding plug adapters and transformers
took some doing,” stated Utilitiesman 1st Class (SCW) David Fulcher,
Charlie Company’s Repair Parts Petty Officer.

With experienced hands, and more than alittle hard work, the plans
for the Camp Patriot galley becamereality. Serving nearly 4000 camp
tenants three meals a day, seven days a week, the Sand Dune Diner is
truly one of akind.

Camp Patriot's combination of Amphibious Construction Battalions
One and Two continue making life more comfortable for the over
3,500 residents Camp Patriot. ACB-1 and ACB-2 have again com-
bined efforts in the raising of one of two 60x160x26 tension fabric
structures that will become the new galley tents for camp residents.
The structure, owned by ACB-1, is chemical, biological and radio-
logical resistant, infrared transparent, and can withstand wind gusts
of up to 137 mph. (U.S. Navy Photo by Journalist 1st Class Joseph

Krypel)

From left, Builder 2nd Class Eric Chamber-
lain and Seelworker 3rd Class Chad Graves,
attached to Amphibious Construction Battal-
ion One, homebased in Coronado, Calif., raise
the knuckle crane they use to reach the next
pand structure of the new tension fabric tent.
(U.S Navy Photo by JO1 Joseph Krypel)
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Canp Patriot: Rotating Door of Diveraty

By JO1 Joseph Krype

joint-service, multinationd force

A of thousands have called Camp

Patriot home for months. As

major military phases of Operation Iraqi

Freedom scale down, the revolutionary

diversity and flexibility that has defined
Camp Patriot continues.

Referred to from within as a ‘mili-
tary melting pot,” Camp Patriot has been
ascene of inter-service cooperativeness
not experienced before by many.

Since its standup in mid-January,
Camp Patriot has been the permanent
duty station for an average of 3,000 U.S.
servicemembers comprised of more
than 30 separate commands from every
branch of the military service.

Blending the U.S. Navy and Marine
Corps is not uncommon, but when you
pepper in the Army’s Transportation
Command with the U.S. Navy “Gator
Bees’ of Amphibious Construction Bat-
talions 1 and 2, along with Coast Guard
port security units and Air Force Me-
teorologists, plusadab of thejoint Navy/
Coast Guard team that is Naval Coastal
Warfare — the recipe for success has
been proven.

Beyond itsresidents, thisforward-de-
ployed, expeditionary base camp has
been atransition point for thousands of
Gulf Country Council troopsand equip-
ment as well as coalition forces includ-
ing the United Kingdom and Australian

troops supporting Operation Iragi Free-
dom.

Stationed aboard Kuwait Naval Base,
Camp Patriots' joint-service leadership
has always maintained a close host-na-
tion relationship.

“We are guests here,” says Capt.
Donald P. Cook, Camp Patriot’s com-
manding officer. “ Our roleand our rela-
tionshipis, and has been, extremely im-
portant to our hosts; and our relationship
has devel oped into avery uniquefriend-
ship that can never be forgotten.”

Working side-by-side, this truly di-
verse operational single service team
has been directly responsible for such
operations as the offload, and now
backload, of tens-of-thousands of pieces
of military supplies and equipment, as
well as personnel moving in and out of
the Central Command area of opera-
tions. With the aid of such tools as the
U.S. Navy Elevated Causeway System-
Modular (ELCAS(M)), and the supreme
transport planning of the U.S. Army’s
143rd Transportation Command and its
subordinate units — Camp Patriot has
been incident free and brags a 100 per-
cent accomplishment record for every
mission assigned.

Hosting strands of dignitariesisaso
part of the Camp Patriot standard oper-
ating procedure. From its parent com-
mander, Rear Adm. W. Clyde Marsh,

commander, Amphibious Group 3tothe
U.S. Ambassador to the State of Ku-
wait, the Honorable Richard H. Jones,
U.S. and Kuwaiti forcesalike have been
proud to put on display what is consid-
ered by many here the best working re-
lationship in the theater of operations.

During avisit by the Kuwaiti Armed
Forces Chief of Staff, Lt. Gen. Fahad
Al Amir, apoint was made that placed a
large amount of pride on the shoulders
of every service man and woman sta-
tioned here.

“l am extremely impressed and
proud by the Kuwaiti and American
capability at this camp to work as a
unified body,” said Al Amir. “1 have
not seen such professionalism any-
where else, and | hope that all the
other commands in the Kuwaiti the-
ater will learn from what | have been
able to see and experience here.”

Pride and professionalism have
been key in every modern day opera-
tion, and according to Cook, thisholds
even more true here.

“This camp is so good and so hos-
pitable that we have folks from the
field — from all nations — wanting to
come here for liberty! Camp Patriot
and Kuwait Naval Base is the picture
of pride and the example of joint and
coalition forces operability at it’s best,”
concluded Cook.

Amongst a sea of pride, Amphibious Assault Ve-
hicles (AAV), and a waiting Landing Craft Air
Cushion (LCAC), the Marines of the 15th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (15 MEU) prepare for their
return to the Tarawa Amphibious Ready Group
(TARG) upon completion of their missions as part
of Operation Iragi Freedom. The San Diego based
TARG consists of USS TARAWA (LHA 1), USS
RUSHMORE (LSD 47) and USS DULUTH (LPD
6). The Marines of 15 MEU, homebased at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., played a major role in the re-
moval of Saddam Hussein and the oppressive Baath
Party leadership. (U.S Navy Photo by Journalist
1st Class Joseph Krypel)




